
Spring ISD Elementary School
2019 Summer Reading List

Authors and book series for younger readers:

I’m Trying to 
Love Spiders
by Bethany Barton
(Kdg-3rd Grade) 

Interesting, 
humorous, and 
maybe scary facts 
about spiders.

Lailah’s 
Lunchbox: A 
Ramadan Story
by Reem Faruqi 
(Kdg-3rd Grade)

This is a story about 
a girl who moves 
from Abu Dhabi to 
the U.S. 

The Remembering 
Day/ 
El Dia de los 
Muertos
by Pat Mora
(Kdg-3rd Grade) 

The author imagines 
how the Day of the Dead 
might have started.

Last Stop on 
Market Street
by Matt de la Peña
(Kdg-2nd Grade)

A boy and his 
grandmother 
and their Sunday 
afternoon routine, 
Last Stop on Market 
Street will touch the 
hearts of children 
and adults alike.

Radiant Child
by Javaka Steptoe
(2017 Caldecott Winner 
for illustrations) 
(Kdg-3rd Grade)  

Young Jean-Michel 
Basquiat sees art 
everywhere he looks. 
(Biographical 
information 
included.)

Happy Dreamer
by Peter Reynolds 
(Kdg-3rd Grade) 

Let your mind soar 
and become your 
own “dreamer 
maximus”!

Maya’s Blanket/
La Manta de Maya
by Monica Brown
(Kdg-4th Grade)

Maya and her 
grandmother continually 
remake her beloved 
blanket into other items 
so she can keep her 
precious blanket with her 
for a long time.

They All Saw 
A Cat 
by Brendan Wenzel
(Age 2-2nd Grade) 

Brendan Wenzel 
shows us the 
many lives of 
one cat, and 
how perspective 
shapes what we 
see.

Hippos Are 
Huge!
By Jonathan London
(Kdg-3rd Grade) 

Facts about the 
deadliest animal 
in Africa.

Ocean 
Animals From 
Head to Tail
by Stacey Roderick
(Age 2-2nd Grade) 

Guess the animal 
from close-up 
pictures of body 
parts.

The Secret 
Subway
by Shana Corey
(Kdg-3rd Grade) 

True story of New 
York’s first subway.

Is That Wise, 
Pig?
By Jan Thomas
(Age 2-2nd Grade) 

As Cow and 
Mouse make 
soup, Pig 
keeps adding 
nonsensical 
ingredients.

Horrible Bear!
by Ame Dyckman
(Age 2-2nd Grade) 

Bear accidentally 
breaks her kite and 
she thinks he’s 
horrible – until 
she makes a 
mistake of her own.

n Mo Willems
n Margie Palatini
n Katie Woo series
n Max series by Adria Klein
n Arthur chapter books
n Here’s Hank series

n Cynthia Rylant’s books:
    Mr. Putter and Tabby
    Annie and Snowball
    Henry and Mudge
    Poppleton
    Brownie and Pearl

n Lisa Wheeler’s Dinoseries
     (read aloud)
n My Weird School
    My Weirder School
n Stink Series by Megan McDonald
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Spring ISD Elementary School
2019 Summer Reading List

Authors and book series
for younger readers:

Read-Aloud Books for Grade 3-5
Authors for any elementary student 
(read alone or read-aloud)

Finding the Music/
En pos de la música 
by Jennifer Torres
(Grade 2-4)

Reyna accidentally breaks 
her grandfather’s vihuela (a 
small instrument similar to a 
guitar). As she searches her 
town for someone to help 
her fix it, she learns all about 
him and his music.

Rising Above: How 11 
Athletes Overcame 
Challenges in Their 
Youth to Become Stars 
by Gregory Zuckerman
(Grade 3-6)

True stories of athletes 
with obstacles who refused 
to give in and became 
superstars.

Dog Man 
by Dave Pilkey (Grade 3-5)

Greg, the canine cop, 
and his policeman are 
injured in an accident. 
After surgery, they are 
Dog Man – with the head 
of a dog and the body 
of a human! Meet the 
hilarious superhero, Dog 
Man, and get hooked on 
the series.

The Key to Extraordinary
by Natalie Lloyd (Grade 3-5)

Emma lives by a haunted 
cemetery. She also gives tours 
of the cemetery and daydreams 
of her ancestors. When her 
destiny dream comes to her, 
will she be able to solve the 
mystery of the famous ghost of 
the cemetery?

Soar 
by Joan Bauer (Grade 3-5)
Jeremiah lives for baseball but he 
can’t play since his heart transplant. 
When he and his stepfather move to 
a new town, the baseball team is sort 
of falling apart because the coach 
was fired. Jeremiah is determined to 
coach his school’s team to success, 
and the team catches his infectious 
spirit.

Ada’s Violin 
by Susan Hood (Grade 3-5)

The true story of kids in a small 
town in Paraguay built on a landfill 
who long to play instruments 
but have no money. They build 
instruments from items they 
scavenge from the landfill, 
becoming the Recycled Orchestra of 
Paraguay. Includes information and 
filmography.

Lola Levine: Drama 
Queen 
by Monica Brown (Grade 3-5)

Lola is not afraid of anything 
– until she auditions for the 
school play and gets stage 
fright. After being assigned a 
nonspeaking part, she has to 
nurse her hurt feelings. But will 
she save the school play when 
things go wrong?

Pets on the 
Loose: The 
Great Pet 
Escape.  
By Victoria Jamieson
(Grade 3-5)

A graphic novel 
about school pets’ 
secret lives when 
they are loose.

The Magnificent Mya Tibbs: 
Spirit Week Showdown 
by Crystal Allen (Grade 3-5)

Mya’s having a bad time prepping 
for School Spirit Week. She had 
promised to work on it with her 
bff, but now she has been paired 
with the meanest bully in school. 
This hilarious book will make you 
want to read the series, and you’ll 
fall in love with Mya.

n Margie Palatini
n Klooz series
n Cam Jansen
n Bailey School Kids
n Encyclopedia Brown
n Ballpark Mysteries
n Magic Tree House
n Junie B. Jones
n Calvin Coconut
n Geronimo Stilton

n Here’s Hank
n Hank Zipzer
n Melvin Beederman
n Origami Yoda
n Judy Moody Series
n The Green Glass Sea (5th)
n Spiderwick Chronicles

n Patricia Polacco      n Chicken Squad series

The One and Only 
Ivan
by Katherine Applegate

A gorilla living at a 
circus-themed mall 
tells his story 
about friendship 
and art.

Four Feet, Two 
Sandals 
by Karen Lynn 
Williams and Khadra 
Mohammed
(Grade 1-5)

A great way to 
introduce children 
to the realities of 
living in a refugee 
camp, why people 
become refugees, 
and how it relates 
to their own lives.

Wonder
by R.J. Palacio

Auggie, born with a facial 
deformity, faces many 
challenges when he 
leaves homeschooling 
behind and goes to 
public school. Highly 
recommended for 
everyone.

Henry’s Freedom 
Box: A True 
Story from the 
Underground 
Railroad
by Ellen Levine 

(Grade 2-5)

A book about one 
slave’s remarkable 
escape from slavery to 
freedom.
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