A Publication of the Spring ISD Board of Trustees

The Springboard
e-newsletter is
provided as a
community service
to inform the public
of actions during
the monthly meeting
of the Board of
Trustees. The official
minutes from the
meeting will be
posted online at
www.springisd.org
once approved by
the Board.

Vol. 28 No. 9/April 2019

The Spring ISD Board of Trustees met at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 9 at the Gordon M. Anderson Leadership
Center to address items on the agenda. President Rhonda Newhouse called the meeting to order, and
Dekaney High School Army JROTC Cadets Esbin Alvarado, Kurt Koulavongsa, Gerbert Guadamuz,
Erik Lopez and Marco Cuenca presented the colors and led the pledges of allegiance.

Recognitions
Since January 1984, the Board has recognized students and staff for major accomplishments beyond the District
with Points of Pride awards. ABCD awards are presented to individuals or groups that go Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty.

Point of Pride Awards
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Award-winning wrestler Kaliyah Coleman, center is
pictured surrounded by her coaches, the Board of
Trustees and Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson.

Board President Rhonda Newhouse, from left, presents
Kaliyah Coleman with a Point of Pride award.

Roberson’s Kaliyah Coleman Recognized for Third-Place State Wrestling Medal
The Board recognized Roberson Middle School seventh-grader Kaliyah Coleman, who took third place in the
113-pound weight division at the Texas Middle School State Wrestling Championship held Jan. 25-26 in Dallas.
“I want to be clear that the entire Roberson Wrestling Team had a phenomenal year,” said Chief Communications
Officer Tiffany Dunne-Oldfield.
After winning the third-place team trophy at the Houston City Wrestling Championship in January – along with
several individual student awards – Roberson’s wrestling team wrapped up its 2018-19 season by taking nine of its
older members to participate in the Texas Middle School State Wrestling Championship.
With 542 wrestlers from all parts of Texas competing in the event, the Roberson students managed to take home
three individual medals, including Coleman’s third-place finish in her weight class. In addition, eighth-graders Colla
Torres and Oscar Riggs took fifth- and sixth-place medals, respectively, in their own weight divisions during the
meet. See story

Social Studies Specialist Recognized for Winning Supervisor of the Year Award
The Board recognized Spring ISD Social Studies Specialist
Michelle Neyrey for receiving the Dr. Rosemary Morrow
Supervisor of the Year Award from the Texas Social Studies
Supervisors Association (TSSSA) during the organization’s
Annual Spring Conference in February in Austin.
Each year, TSSSA presents the Supervisor of the Year
Award to an individual who, through their outstanding work
in the profession, exemplifies strong leadership values and
a commitment to social studies education. Recognizing this
person’s significant contributions to the discipline, the state
of Texas and the lives of both their students and colleagues.
Officially known as the Rosemary Morrow Supervisor of the
Year Award, it was created to honor a long-time social studies
teacher and administrator in Austin ISD and former director
of social studies curriculum at the Texas Education Agency. Board President Rhonda Newhouse, from left, congratulates Michelle Neyrey on her accomplishment.

As noted by Communications Chief Tiffany Dunne-Oldfield
in her remarks, Neyrey’s nomination for the award was spearheaded by campus-based faculty, who worked to
compile letters from students, parents, teachers and other stakeholders in support of the nomination.
“That alone speaks volumes for Michelle’s work and why we are so proud to recognize her this evening with the
Board of Trustees Point of Pride award,” said Dunne-Oldfield.

State award winners at the French Symposium and their teacher are joined by Board Trustees and Superintendent Watson in
the horseshoe for a congratulatory photo.

Spring High School Students Recognized for French Symposium Awards
The Board also recognized four Spring High School French language students who brought home awards following
the recent French Symposium held in Plano, Texas. The Symposium is a statewide competition where high school
students of French compete in oral events, academic tests, art and music events.
Spring ISD had 15 students compete in areas including Poetry, Prose, Art and Drama. Among these, 12 made it to
semifinals, and nine made it to finals. The following Spring High School students, all from Mr. Adrian RodriguezCamarillo’s class, placed among the top finishers in their events:
n

n

Winning 3rd Place in the Group Drama competition - Brian Addington, sophomore; Jocelynn Parra,
junior; and Frida Rivera, sophomore.
Winning 3rd Place in the Prose competition - Olivia Sanchez, junior.

Members of the Spring ISD Procurement Team join the Board Trustees and Superintendent Watson in the horseshoe for a
congratulatory photo.

Spring ISD Procurement Services Department Receives 2019 Award of Merit for
School District Purchasing Operations
The evening’s final Point of Pride was awarded to the Spring ISD Procurement Services Department, led by Executive
Director Phillip Ellison, which received a 2019 Award of Merit for School District Purchasing Operations from the
Texas Association of School Business Officials (TASBO). The award was presented at a breakfast ceremony held
during TASBO’s Annual Conference in March.
“Every year they qualify for this award,” said Chief Communications Officer Tiffany Dunne-Oldfield. “It is amazing.
The team has a history of going above and beyond with procurement services. It is a really big deal, and we are so
proud to have you back, once again, for this award.”
In total, TASBO recognized just 35 Texas school districts this year for their ongoing commitment to best practices
in the realm of purchasing operations.
Ellison introduced Director of Purchasing Geralyn Mosely and Contract Specialist Brian Broussard, commending
them for their work. “Without them (this award) would not have been possible,” Ellison said.

Spotlight
Board Recognizes History Day Contest Winners Advancing to State Competition
n

n

n

n

n

Six middle school students were selected to continue on to the State History Day Competition in
late April, after competing in the campus, district and regional levels of the Texas State Historical
Association’s annual History Day competitions.
Nosakhare Iyoha, Bailey Middle School - 1st place in Individual Performance in the Junior Division
(Topic: “The Cats of Oakland”: The Black Panther Party)
Abigail Asana (Roberson Middle School) - 2nd place in Paper in the Junior Division (Topic: “The
Bombing of Hiroshima”)
Thomas Saenz and Sean Pierce, Roberson Middle School - 1st place in Group Exhibit in the Junior
Division (Topic: “First A-Bomb”)
Isabel Gone and Zaniah Wheeler, Twin Creeks Middle School - 2nd place in Group Website in the
Junior Division (Topic: “Protestant Reformation”)

The Board took the opportunity to congratulate each of the students and wish them all the best at the state-level
event in Austin, where they will compete against other students from across Texas for a spot at the National History
Day Contest, to be held at the University of Maryland at College Park in June.
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Advisory Board
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Spring ISD Future Educators “Grow
Your Own” program

Spring ISD Fun Run Raises Proceeds for Student Scholarships
The Spring ISD Fun Run Committee presented $13,500 in scholarship money at the Board of Trustees to be given
to Spring ISD students heading off to college. The proceeds from the March 23 Fun Run and Wellness Fair were
distributed in three $4,500 checks to the Spring ISD Education Foundation, the Spring ISD Career and Technology
Education Advisory Board, and Spring ISD Future Educators “Grow Your Own” program.
Before presenting the checks, Superintendent Rodney E. Watson said, “As you know, we had an outstanding
turnout at our Fun Run, and so the proceeds that were over and above the operating costs from our community,
we are going to turn that back over to these groups who are going to give it back out to students for scholarships.
Held for the second year, the Spring ISD Fun Run and Wellness Fair drew nearly 400 participants and dozens
of community and business partners for an event that raised thousands of dollars for student scholarships and
celebrated fitness and health.

Superintendent's Report
Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson welcomed members of the Superintendent’s Advisory
Group. He also reminded everyone about the Week of the Young Child and all the activities taking
place at the Spring ISD Community Engagement Center to celebrate. In addition, he noted the
importance of early childhood education and encouraged anyone with Pre-K- or kindergartenage children to take part in the district’s round up and registration later this month. “This year is
a little different because we’re launching our first ever online registration,” he said. “Our goal is
to streamline the process.”
The superintendent also thanked the Spring ISD Education Foundation for hosting a successful
“Tee Up for Education” charity golf tournament on Monday, April 8. “As always, the event was
a lot of fun and very successful,” he said. “Thank you so much to the Spring ISD Education
Foundation for raising money for our teachers and students.”

Rodney E. Watson

Watson also remarked on the success of the district’s second annual Fun Run & Wellness fair, held on March
23 with a course that began at Wunsche Sr. High School and went through Old Town Spring. “All of this physical
activity is great for me and also for the district, as well,” he said. He noted that the proceeds from the event would
be distributed later in the evening.
He also mentioned some upcoming calendar items, including the Career and Technology Education Advisory Board
Scholarship Luncheon on April 26, as well as next year’s Fun Run and Wellness Fair on March 28, 2020.

Trustees Remarks
At each regular board meeting, during Opening Remarks, each board member is given the opportunity to share
information with those present.
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President Rhonda Newhouse invited the trustees to make remarks.
Justine Durant commented on the recent Spring Livestock Show and Fair that was coordinated by the Spring
Tri-Club and featured student projects by students involved in FFA, FCCLA and Spring 4-H. “This is always a
busy time of year for us, but it is a good time because we get to see the accomplishments and successes of our
students,” Durant said. She also acknowledged the dedication demonstrated by the student exhibitors, especially
those who raise large animals that have to be cared for daily regardless of weather that can be extreme. “So it is a
big commitment, and it is always exciting to see it pay off for them in the end. I just wanted to recognize all of our
students that did such an amazing job,” said Durant. See story
Jana Gonzales thanked the Communications Department for using the district’s social media channels to keep
everyone informed of all the activities and events going on during this busy time, from the Tri-Club event to the Fun
Run to the Golf Tournament. “There is no way you are going to be able to get out to everything,” Gonzales said, “but
is nice to be able to look through there and see all the photos of our students, administrators and parents.”
Donald Davis spoke about two meetings he attended in Austin this past month, where he represented the district:
the 12th Annual Educational Summit of the Texas Caucus of Black School Board Members, for which he serves as
treasurer; and a meeting with the Texas American Federation of Teachers where he discussed the Board’s Legislative
Priorities. Davis said he was especially pleased to attend the Alpha Phi Alpha Southwestern Regional Convention
in Houston on April 6, where three Westfield High School scholarship recipients -- Jeffrey Ngo, CurVontris Green
and Amari West – were recognized.
Rhonda Newhouse recognized Trustee Dr. Deborah Jensen, Trustee Winford Adams III, Superintendent Dr.
Rodney Watson and Chief of Staff Dr. Julie Hill for attending the National School Board Conference with her in
Philadelphia last week. “We were very happy to represent Spring,” Newhouse said. “We picked up a lot of valuable
information.”
Newhouse went on to thank the Omicron Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority for awarding an
impressive $33,000 in scholarships to Spring ISD and Aldine ISD students recently, congratulating parents in
the audience whose students may have been scholarship recipients. Newhouse, along with Trustee Durant also
acknowledged that the scholarship committee chair for the sorority was in the audience – Spring ISD Community
Engagement Director Tranita Carroll – who read through “hundreds and hundreds” of scholarship applications to
make those selections. “Thank you Ms. Carroll, we know how hard you worked,” Newhouse concluded.

Presentation
Superintendent’s Student Panelists Share Their Voices with the Board
At the invitation of Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson, nine students from the Superintendent’s Student Group,
representing all five of the district’s high schools, spoke to the Board about this year’s topic: Student Voice.
Chief of Staff Dr. Julie Hill said the students had opportunities to be heard by several different audiences throughout
the year, including Superintendent Watson, cabinet chiefs, the Advisory Committee on Education, faculty at their
home campuses and all the principals in the district. “So tonight their voices are going to be heard by you – our
Board of Trustees,” Hill said.
Each of the nine students took turns at the podium, speaking to the Board about the opportunity to share their
feedback about their concerns and needs, as well as their hopes and dreams for the district.
Xavier Robinson, Dekaney High School senior, said “Having me here now at this podium really makes me feel like
my voice matters and that we are starting this growing process. We are already making a difference in Spring ISD,”
Robinson said, citing the focus group and design team meetings that are helping start the growing process.
This is the fourth year that the Superintendent has met throughout the year with a student group to address a
specific topic.

Public Hearing

Harris County Department of Education Director of Adult Education Stephanie Ross, from left, joins Board President Rhonda
Newhouse and Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson as they display tokens of appreciation presented by the HCDE.

HCDE Recognizes Spring ISD for Long-standing Partnership
Stephanie Ross, Director of Adult Education with the Harris County Department of Education (HCDE), presented
Spring ISD with two tokens of appreciation for the long-standing partnership that the district has with HCDE.
“I am here tonight on behalf of all of HCDE, specifically the Education and Enrichment division, to honor the special
partnership we have with Spring ISD,” Ross said.
“Many of the HCDE divisions have worked with your district - ranging from Business Services, Center for Grants
Development, Center for Safe and Secure Schools, CASE for Kids, School-based Therapy Services to the Teaching
and Learning Center,” she said. “During our last year of service, we served approximately 1,306 students and 851
teachers and educators. We are very proud of our continued collaboration and how together, we positively impact
your schools, students, staff and the local community.”
In conclusion, Ross presented Board President Rhonda Newhouse and Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson with
the HCDE Star award and a framed poster representing the district’s participation in the Center for Safe and Secure
Schools.
HCDE supports public education by offering services and initiatives within the 25 districts in Harris County.

Action Items
Board Approves Grant to Enhance and Expand Mental Health Services
The Board accepted a Rebuild Texas grant, valued at $93,450, that will provide funding for a Mental Health
Interventionist with a Master of Social Worker degree, counselor training, and the use of dog therapy for crisis
response.
The Mental Health Interventionist, a new position, will coordinate resources needed by students and families
and provide support to campuses districtwide. The master’s degree qualifies a person to conduct mental health
evaluations, a service the district currently outsources to outside providers. In addition, the district will be part of
a network that allows students to be referred for services to therapeutic agencies, which the interventionist will
supervise and monitor.
Although the Mental Health Interventionist will serve the entire district, the therapy dogs will be assigned at three
campuses. At the work session on April 4, Chief of School Leadership and Student Support Services Dr. Lupita
Hinojosa said that Spring Early College Academy, Burchett Elementary and Link Elementary have been selected
to work with the therapy dogs. Hinojosa said decisions as to who receives services, is based upon evaluations of
need, and in the case of the therapy dogs, those schools were comfortable with bringing the dogs on campus.

Spring Independent
School District is an equal
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religion, national origin,
military status, or any other
legally protected status in
making decisions regarding
staff members or students.

The grant was made possible through the district’s partnership with the Center for School Behavioral Health at
Mental Health America of Greater Houston. Projects funded through Rebuild Texas grants are designed to enhance
and expand the ability of school districts to implement behavioral health training, programs and services to students
and staff impacted by Hurricane Harvey.
In Other Action the Board Approved:
Request for Proposal for approval of contracted Special Education services with 34 vendors;
Second reading of TASB Local Update 112 proposed revisions affecting Local Board policies BJA
(superintendent qualifications and duties), CCG (local revenue sources - ad valorem taxes), CCGA (ad
valorem taxes - exemptions and payments), CH (purchasing and acquisition), CQ (technology resources),
CV (facilities construction), DCB (employment practices - term contracts), DH (employee standards
of conduct), DIA (employee welfare - freedom from discrimination, harassment and retaliation), FMA
(student activities - school sponsored publications), FNG (students rights and responsibilities - student
and parent complaints/grievances), GF (public complaints), GKA (community relations - conduct on
school premises), GKB (community relations - advertising and fundraising);
n Contract with the Department of Defense for excess equipment;
n Practicum/Clinical Placement Agreement with Angelo State University to provide field work experience for
teachers who are advancing their education in Curriculum and Instruction;
n Safety and security bid package D1, fourth Guaranteed Maximum Price in the amount of $2,689,219;
n Dekaney High School Ninth Grade Center Package H Guaranteed Maximum Price #2 in the amount of
$5,104,413;
n Spring High School Ninth Grade Center Bid Package C1, second Guaranteed Maximum Price in the
amount of $12,000,000.
n Evaluation Capacity grant for $30,000 to support the increase in requests for special education services;
n Request for Proposal for Special Education nonpublic school placement services;
n Request for Proposal for K-12/Dual Credit textbooks, e-learning materials and related training;
n Construction costs and related budget comprised of the final proposal in an amount not to exceed
$2,510,000; and
n Taxpayer refunds.
n
n

n

n

