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The Spring ISD Board of Trustees met at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11 at Gordon M. Anderson Leadership
Center to address items on the agenda. President Rhonda Newhouse called the meeting to order, and
Westfield High School JROTC Cadets Martez Lewis, Arianna Bailey, Kolby Grant, Fabiana Cisneros
and Dana Vega presented the colors and led the pledges of allegiance.
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Dekaney High School student Melissa Gonzalez displays her first-place holiday card entry.

Dekaney Senior Takes Top Spot in Spring ISD 2018 Holiday Card Contest
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The Spring ISD Board of Trustees honored the top three submissions in the Superintendent’s Holiday Card Contest,
an annual fine arts event that draws submissions from students across the district.
This year’s contest was open to all secondary art students. The top three winners for 2018, listed together with
their campus and art teacher, are as follows:
First Place: Melissa Gonzalez
Grade: 12th
School: Dekaney High School
Teacher: Desmond Rodney
Second Place: An Nguyen
Grade: 11th
School: Spring High School
Teacher: Adrian Macris
Third Place: Nazly Mendoza
Grade 12th
School: Carl Wunsche Sr. High School
Teacher: Lada Koptelova

Second Place

Third Place

Spring ISD Director of Performing and Visual Arts Dr. Joe Clark praised the “absolutely outstanding job” done by
students across the district who participated in this year’s contest. The three students recognized at the board
meeting each received a personalized gift bag featuring their winning artwork and filled with a fitting prize – a
collection of high-quality art supplies to inspire their creativity.
“That’s one of the things we love to do,” Clark said of the prize bags. “They get really great art supplies in there
that they can use right back in the classroom.”
This year’s winning card design – by Dekaney senior Melissa Gonzalez – will become Spring ISD’s official holiday
card for the year, mailed out from the superintendent’s office to a group that includes senior administrators,
community leaders, local business partners and others whose work and contributions help support the district in
its mission.
Gonzalez said that, at first, she was uncertain how to approach the project, but decided to draw on her longtime
love of snow globes and her signature use of pastels.
“All my artwork has had a similar color palette, with the pinks and everything,” Gonzalez said, “and I think that’s
part of what made it stand out. I don’t usually see a lot of pinks incorporated into Christmas cards.” See story.

Superintendent's Report
Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson opened his remarks by inviting everyone to attend the
district’s annual Winter Wonderland event at Dekaney High School on Friday, Dec.14 from 5:30
to 8 p.m. “We’re going to have arts and crafts, storytelling, entertainment and lots of activities
for the families of our pre-K through eighth-grade students,” he said. He thanked the Spring
ISD Education Foundation for supporting the event and ensuring that every child who attends
will take home a wrapped book. “Our goal with this event is to continue to build literacy skills
among our students,” he said. “The great thing about Winter Wonderland is that the kids are
having so much fun, they don’t even know they’re learning.” See story.
Dr. Watson also thanked all employees who have taken the district’s fourth annual Employee
Rodney E. Watson
Engagement Survey and encouraged any staff who haven’t taken it to do so before the end
of the week, when the survey closes. “We’re going to share the results in February and it will
help us determine areas of focus for the 2019-20 school year,” he said. On the topic of surveys, he noted that the
district’s fourth annual School Quality Survey will open on January 14. That survey, he noted, will get feedback
from all of our families, as well as staff and secondary students. “We’ll share that data with you in May,” he said.
Finally, he noted that staff and student families will be asked for their feedback on two proposed calendar options,
which will be posted to the website in January. “I want to note that the options being presented don’t look like a
traditional school calendar,” he said. “These proposed calendars are designed to maximize the time students
spend in the classroom while ensuring both our students and teachers get much-needed breaks throughout the
year.” He encouraged everyone to review the options and let the district know their opinions.
Watson then offered a brief recap of the fall Gifted and Talented (GT) Expo at Carl Wunsche Sr. High School on
Nov. 29, with 200 students and their families turning out.
“As you all know, one of our strategic priorities this year is making sure we’re meeting the needs of all of our GT
scholars, and this expo is a great way to provide additional enrichment opportunities,” Watson said. He added
that the district will host another GT Expo in the Spring, and concluded by showing a brief video. See video.
Dr. Watson then introduced Dr. Kevin Banks, the new principal of the Spring Leadership Academy, formerly
referred to as Middle School #9. The new middle school is slated to open in August 2019 in the facility being
vacated by the district’s Spring Early College Academy, which is relocating to the campus of Lone Star College
- North Harris.
The new speciality school will offer a leadership program and a blended-learning environment. Dr. Banks has
been with Spring ISD since 2013, first serving as assistant principal and most recently as the associate principal
at Dr. Edward Roberson Middle School. He began his career in education in 2009 at the Contemporary Learning
Center High School in Houston ISD. He later transitioned to Aldine ISD where he worked with the Career and
Technical Education program at Aldine Middle School and was named Teacher of the Year in 2012-13. He has a
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Houston, a master’s degree in Educational
Leadership from the University of St. Thomas and his doctorate in K-12 Professional Leadership from the University
of Houston.

Board President Rhonda Newhouse, from left, presents Trustee Donald Davis and Trustee Jana Gonzales with
certificates of election.

Trustees sworn into new terms of office
Two Spring ISD Board Trustees, who ran unopposed in the November General Election, were sworn in to new
terms of office, followed by the election of board officers for 2019.
Trustee Donald Davis, was re-elected to Position 6, and Trustee Jana Gonzales, was re-elected to Position 7.
Both will serve three-year terms.
Board President Rhonda Newhouse presented each of them with a certificate of election, which was followed by
a swearing-in ceremony conducted by Spring ISD Legal Officer Jeremy Binkley.
“Congratulations again, Jana and Don. We really appreciate your hard work on behalf of our students,” said
Newhouse.
Davis was first elected to the Board of Trustees in November 2015. A retired Spring ISD teacher with more than 15
years in the classroom, he is most known for his time as director of Westfield High School’s award-winning JROTC
program. He also serves on the Spring ISD Education Foundation board of directors and has volunteered on
several district committees, including the Supporting Our Scholars mentoring program. Davis is a retired captain
of the U.S. Army.
Gonzales was first elected to the Board of Trustees in May 2006 and re-elected in 2009, 2012 and 2015. She
currently represents the Board on the Spring ISD Education Foundation Board, and has served in numerous
volunteer capacities for Spring ISD, including a leadership role in the long-standing Spring Tri-Club that hosts the
Spring Livestock Show and Sale and is a past director of the Spring ISD Education Foundation. In addition, she is
the parent of two Spring High School alumni.
Following the swearing-in ceremony, the Board elected officers for 2019. Newhouse was re-elected to her second
year in the position of president. Gonzales was elected vice president; Davis was elected board secretary; and
Winford Adams Jr. was elected assistant board secretary.

Trustees Remarks
At each regular board meeting, during Opening Remarks, each board member is given the opportunity to share
information with those present.
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President Rhonda Newhouse invited Trustees to share remarks.
Jana Gonzales thanked the district for the number and variety of activities featured on the district’s social media
channels, “There are a lot of exciting things going on, from athletics to curriculum to our performing arts, so
please, I encourage you guys to go on social media. I am so proud to be a part of this district. There is something
for every student in our district,” Gonzales said.
Winford Adams congratulated the “Westfield Mustang Football Program, Coach (Matt) Meekins and the young
men that did us really proud this past week at the playoff game.” Adams also complimented the Performing and
Visual Arts department on the recent Spring High School choral performance. “Again, I continue to be impressed
and brag on how outstanding our performing arts program is in the district. Dr. (Joe) Clark, I really appreciate it.
He also put a plug in for the upcoming PVA collaborative performances – The Greatest Winter Show – which will
feature the theater, dance, choir and band students from across the district, including one of his own children. “I
want to invite everybody to come out and enjoy what we do in Spring.”
Chris Bell reported on the district’s participation in the history-making transport of President George H.W. Bush
on the special Union Pacific 4141 funeral train on Dec. 6. “We experienced, this week something historical, and
Spring was able to play a part in it,” Bell said. “The train that took his remains to Texas A&M – the Bush library –
started right here in Spring, and a number of our students, faculty and staff, and residents were out to take part
of a very historical occasion. So we want to thank all those who made it happen for our students to be out and be
part of history, not just something to read about in a book but to actually be part of history. See video
Rhonda Newhouse thanked Donald Davis for representing Spring ISD at the Texas Association of School Boards
Leadership Class held recently in Amarillo. “Don, we are proud of your service to TASB, and to the board, and to
the students of Spring ISD. See story

Public Hearing
District Receives School FIRST Superior Rating for Financial Accountability
Chief Financial Officer Ann Westbrooks reported that the district received the highest rating possible from the
Financial Accountability Rating System of Texas for the district’s 2016-17 fiscal year. Commonly referred to as School
FIRST, the objective of the rating system is to assess the quality of financial management in Texas public schools.
“I’m pleased to announce that for the 2016-17 fiscal year, with a score of 94 out of 100, Spring ISD achieved a
rating of A, which is the highest rating and represents a superior achievement rating,” said Westbrooks.
The School FIRST rating system which was used to assess the 2016-17 year consists of 15 base indicators that
analyze trends related to financial management efficiencies. The first five indicators are answered with either a
“yes” or “no” answer while the remaining indicators are assigned a point value. Each indicator is weighted equally
with the exception of the first five. Failure to comply with any of these five indicators results in an automatic failure.
See report.

Action Items
Board Approves Names of Two New Middle Schools
The Board voted to name its two new middle schools, choosing to align the campuses to either their geography
or program.
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The new Middle School No. 8 being built under the district’s 2016 bond program in the northern part of the
district, was named Springwoods Village Middle School to reflect its location near the mixed-use community of
the same name. The school is pursuing an International Baccalaureate program, designed to prepare students
to be citizens of the world.
The board also named Middle School No. 9, which is a new specialty school that will open next school year in the
building on T.C. Jester being vacated by Spring Early College Academy. Early College is moving to the Lone Star
College-North Harris campus over the summer.
Trustees considered several names but agreed on Spring Leadership Academy, which will reflect the new school’s
program. Designed to offer middle schoolers leadership training in a blended learning environment, the program
will use a mix of traditional and online approaches.
In Other Action the Board Approved:
2018-19 District Targeted Improvement plan;
First reading of proposed revisions to Board Policy EHAA (local) regarding the basic instructional
program;
n Authorizing the issuance of one or more series of the Spring ISD Unlimited Tax Refunding Bonds, Series
2019;
n Internal Audit Mid-Year Progress Report and Revised Internal Audit Plan;
n Safety and security bid package #2, second Guaranteed Maximum Price in the amount of 2,135,444;
n Dekaney High School 9th Grade Center Bid Package A, Initial Guaranteed Maximum Price of
$3,546,773;
n Spring High School 9th Grade Center Bid Package 1, Initial Guaranteed Maximum Price of $15,170,434;
n North Freeway building Bid Package No. 2, Initial Guaranteed Maximum Price of $380,037.96;
n Ratifying Amendment 5 to the Facilities Use Interlocal Agreement between Lone Star College System
and Spring ISD for Lone Star’s Transportation Institute No. 5;
n 2018-19 class-size waiver;
n Requests for Proposal for Arts Integration Services and a Districtwide Learning Management System
(LMS); and
n Taxpayer refunds.
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