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The Spring ISD Board of Trustees met at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15 at Gordon M. Anderson Leadership
Center to address items on the agenda. President Rhonda Newhouse called the meeting to order,
and Spring High School Navy JROTC Cadets Chase Bienek, Yusif Teesdale, Audrey Torres, Walker
Blakley, Emily Brower and McKenzie Abbott presented the colors and led the pledges of allegiance.

January is Board Appreciation Month
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The Spring ISD Team of Eight: front from left are Justine Durant, Jana Gonzales, Rhonda Newhouse and Deborah Jensen; back
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Public Participation
is Welcomed

Board Trustees Recognized for Commitment to Students and Employees

Citizens who want to
speak at a Board meeting
are asked to register at
least 15 minutes prior
to the time when the
meeting is scheduled to
begin.

Every January, Board Trustees are recognized during National School Board Recognition Month for their voluntary
commitment to the students and employees of the district. Prior to the meeting Thursday evening, Trustees were
honored at a dinner where they were presented certificates of appreciation from Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson,
gift baskets from campus administrators and many thanks for their tireless service to the school district and the
community. See story

For more information,
go online at
www.springisd.org
and click on the Public
Participation at Board
Meetings link under
General Info.

The next
regular Board
Meeting will be
at 7 p.m. Feb.
12 at Gordon
M. Anderson
Leadership
Center, 16717
Ella Blvd.

A highlight of the board meeting was the presentation of a proclamation from Harris County Precinct Four
Commissioner R. Jack Cagle acknowledging the board’s hard work on behalf of students and their significant
impact on the students and the community.

Recognitions
Since January 1984, the Board has recognized students and staff for major accomplishments beyond the District
with Points of Pride awards. ABCD awards are presented to individuals or groups that go Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty.

Points of Pride

Marcus Banks, Dekaney All-American football player, center with
award, is joined in the horseshoe by Board Trustees, family, and
administrators for a congratulatory photo.

Marcus Banks, center, accepts a Point
of Pride Award and congratulations from
Board President Rhonda Newhouse while
his mother proudly looks on.

Dekaney’s Marcus Banks Selected for 2019 All-American Bowl
The Board recognized Dekaney High School senior Marcus Banks, who represented both Dekaney and Spring
ISD at the 2019 All-American Bowl on Jan. 5 in San Antonio.
The All-American Bowl is one of the nation’s premier high school football invitationals. Out of more than a million
high school football players across the country, only a hundred are selected to participate in the game, held annually
at the Alamodome in San Antonio. Now in its 19th year, the event boasts many former players who have gone on to
impressive careers in college football and in the NFL.
“The definition of an All Star is one who has perfected a high level of excellence,” said Dekaney Coach Anthony
Williams, who went on to share Banks’ accomplishments both on and off the football field. In addition to his athletic
prowess, Williams said Banks has a 3.5 GPA and is in the top 10 percent of his class for both academics and
attendance. “In football, he is a remarkable athlete. He sets the standard for what we want a Spring ISD athlete to
look like,” Williams said.
In addition, Marcus was among a select group of players chosen to formally announce their collegiate choice from
the sidelines during the game. That afternoon, Marcus made it official that he plans to attend and play football next
year for the University of Alabama. See story

Presentation
Spring ISD Education Foundation Presents $45,000 in Grant Funds to Board
Spring ISD Education Foundation President Ken Grays, accompanied by members of the Foundation Board of
Directors, presented $45,000 in grant funding to the Board of Trustees. The grants were awarded in December when
the Foundation’s Grant Express delivered “big checks for innovative learning projects to nine campuses. See story

Superintendent's Report
Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson began his remarks by thanking the Board of Trustees
for its leadership during School Board Recognition Month. He noted that the trustees spend
countless hours, not only attending meetings and visiting schools, but participating in trainings.
With the opening of the legislative session, he noted that their leadership is more important than
ever. "Again, thank you for your advocacy on behalf of the staff, students and parents of Spring
ISD,” Watson said.
Watson then encouraged everyone to review the two proposed instructional calendar options
for the 2019-20 school year, posted on the website at www.springisd.org/calsurvey. “Each
proposed calendar has a planned start date of Aug. 14 and offers short calendar breaks for
campus-based staff throughout the year,” he said. The superintendent noted that the two
Rodney E. Watson
innovative calendar options are made possible through the District of Innovation designation.
The calendar survey will be open until Friday, Jan. 18, with the board taking a vote in February to establish the
calendar.
He also discussed another survey that opened on Monday, the district’s fourth annual School Quality Survey. “This
survey is focused on getting feedback from all of our families, as well as staff and secondary students about their
perceptions regarding their schools,” he said. The results, he noted, are used to help improve the campuses.
“Last year, we reached our highest levels of participation since the launch of our survey in 2015-16,” he said. “Of
course, it’s our goal to achieve even higher levels this year.”
He urged all campus-based staff, parents and secondary students to participate in the survey before it closes at
the end of the month.
Watson concluded by noting that registration is now open for the district's annual Fun Run & Wellness Fair, which
will take place at 8 a.m. on March 23 with the starting line at Carl Wunsche Sr. High School. “Hundreds of people
took part in the event last year and it was a big success, raising $10,000 for student scholarships,” he said.
“We’re hoping to get even more participation this year and raise even more money.” Registration is available at
www.springisd.org.

Trustees Remarks
At each regular board meeting, during Opening Remarks, each board member is given the opportunity to share
information with those present.
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President Rhonda Newhouse opened the Trustees Remarks and then invited other Trustees to make comments.
Rhonda Newhouse asked parents to take time to participate in the School Quality Survey that launched recently
and will close on Jan. 30. “The board represents you, so we want to know what your pleasure is, and we find
that out by the comments that you make on the survey that is given,” Newhouse said. She mentioned that the
surveys are confidential, allowing parents to share their thoughts freely. “We can only get better with your help and
support, she said.”
Dr. Deborah Jensen congratulated Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson on being named the 2019 Chair of the
Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce. “I’m looking forward to how your role helps us connect better with the
community and also to make sure that our students have a place to thrive and have jobs and have families in the
future," Jensen said. See story
Donald Davis announced that out of 40 applicants for seven available scholarships, three Westfield High School
students received scholarships from Xi Eta Lambda Chapter of North Harris County, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.

GRIDIRON CIRCLE
LION LANE
MUSTANG DRIVE
PHOENIX PLACE
VETERANS DRIVE
WILDCAT WAY

Action Items
Board Approves Names for Streets and Facilities
The Board finalized and approved names for six streets surrounding the new stadium that is being constructed on
Cypresswood Dr. along with the memorial that is also located at the stadium and two district facilities.
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After some discussion, the Board agreed to name four of the streets at the stadium after high school mascots:
Lions Lane, Wildcat Way, Mustang Drive and Phoenix Place. The street leading to the memorial will be called
Veterans Drive, and the street that loops around the stadium will be called Gridiron Circle.
Although veterans will be an important component of the memorial, the Board chose to call the memorial simply
Spring ISD Memorial as a way to be inclusive of others, such as law enforcement, who have given their lives in
service to the community.
In addition, the Board named the former ITT building, located on I-45, TeachUp Spring Learning Center, which
prompted them to change the name of the current learning center at 17125 Ella Blvd. to the Spring ISD Community
Engagement Center.

Board Approves Spring Rewards Strategic Compensation Plans
The Board unanimously approved two new strategic compensation plans – Spring Rewards – designed to
recognize and reward educators who demonstrate high performance and excellence.
The district will phase in the new plan for full-time teachers and campus-based, classroom paraprofessionals
over the next couple of years with payouts starting in the 2020-21 school year. A second plan rewards campus
principals who lead a high-performing school with payouts to principals starting in 2019-20.
Chief Human Resources Officer Deeone McKeithan said more information will be provided to employees over
the next few weeks.
In Other Action the Board Approved:
2019-20 Education Planning Guides for middle schools and high schools;
Second reading of proposed revisions to Board Policy EHAA (local) regarding the basic instructional
program;
n Adoption of recommended Proclamation 2019 Instructional Materials;
n Sale of approximately two acres of land to Northwest Harris County MUD #23 for construction of a water
plant;
n Collaboration agreement with University of Texas Health Science Center of Houston; and
n Request for Proposal for tree removal and Forestry Mulching Services.
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