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The Spring ISD Board of Trustees met at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 20 at Gordon M. Anderson Leadership Center to 
address items on the agenda. President Rhonda Newhouse called the meeting to order. Westfield High School 
Army  JROTC Cadets Faith Jones, Naisa Johnson, Arianna Bailey, Vivian Garcia, Alexis Washington, Raul 
Benevides, Jean Charles, Jorge Alcocer and Timothy Beckelic presented the colors and led the pledges of 
allegiance.

Spring Independent 
School District is an equal 
opportunity employer. The 
Board of Trustees and 
its agents, officers and 
staff members shall not 
discriminate on the basis 
of gender, race, disabling 
condition, age, color, 
religion, national origin, 
military status, or any other 
legally protected status in 
making decisions regarding 
staff members or students.

President Rhonda Newhouse invited the trustees to make remarks

Donald Davis spoke about two events he attended recently at Westfield High School and how impressed he was 
by the students, both current and former, who were involved. “I had a chance to be a part of the Westfield male 
summit before spring break. They brought back past alumni to provide mentorship and advice,” said Davis, a 
retired longtime director of the Westfield JROTC program. He was especially impressed by the former students, 
some whom he had taught, who have gone on to serve at the college level and others who now own businesses. 
“It was quite an enjoyment watching our past students come back to mentor and pass on information.” Spring ISD 
Community Gathers at Westfield High School to Equip Students for Their Future

Davis also acknowledged the Westfield JROTC program for earning one of the highest awards a unit can achieve 
at its recent accreditation visit. Westfield High School Army JROTC Gets Top Honor in Accreditation Visit

Chris Bell thanked everyone for attending the meeting. “We always appreciate it when parents, supporters and 
even our students come out. So again, thank you all for taking the time out to be with us tonight,” Bell said. 
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Trustees Remarks
At each regular board meeting, during Opening Remarks, each board member is given the opportunity to share 
information with those present.

Recognitions

Points of Pride

Nine Student Musicians Qualify for All-State Music Ensembles 
The Board recognized nine Spring ISD high school students who received invitations to participate in all-state 
musical ensembles during the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) 2018 clinic and convention Feb. 14-17 
in San Antonio. 

The students, including eight from Spring High School and one from Dekaney High School, are all recipients of 
the highest honor afforded to music students in Texas schools, one given to less than five percent of students. 
Each year, the all-state selection process moves through a series of regional and area competitions, with more 
than 64,000 students across the state competing for placement in one of 15 all-state ensembles, including bands, 
orchestras and choirs.

“On behalf of the Board, I know they, like myself, are beaming with pride, appreciation and excitement for all of 
the outstanding work that our students are doing,” said Board President Rhonda Newhouse.  “Parents are doing 
an awesome job. Teachers, staff members, principals, on down,  you are doing a wonderful job with our students 
and we are most appreciative. So please give yourselves a round of applause and know that we are very, very 
proud of each of you.” 

This year’s Spring High School band students who were selected are: Olger Carcache, Baritone Saxophone 
(All-State Symphonic Band); Austin Chapman, French Horn (All-State Symphony Orchestra); Ryan Dimaranan, 
Trumpet (All-State Symphonic Band); Immanuel Fernando, B-flat Clarinet (All-State Concert Band); Richard 
Olivarri, Trumpet (All-State Symphonic Band); and Melvin Vega, B-flat Clarinet (All-State Philharmonic Orchestra).

Spring High School choir students who participated, along with their placements, are: Elayna Freitas, Alto 1 (All-
State Treble Choir); and Josue Hernandez, Tenor 2 (All-State Mixed Choir).

Representing Dekaney’s band program, bassoon player Gabriel Manzano was selected for this year’s All-State 
Symphonic Band.

In addition to performing with their respective all-state ensembles in San Antonio, the participating students also 
got the chance to work under the baton of nationally recognized conductors during the rehearsals leading up to 
each group’s final performance.

Women’s History Month
In honor of Women’s History Month, the Spring High School Starlettes and Dance Elie teams provided entertainment 
in the lobby of the Gordon M. Anderson Leadership Center ahead of the regular meeting of the Spring ISD Board 
of Trustees. The students performed several dance numbers as community members and families turned out for 
the meeting. 

Twin Creeks Students Honor Women’s 
History Month with Theatrical 
Performance
Four students from Twin Creeks Middle School presented their 
winning performance in the district’s History Fair. The students 
earned first place for their piece, titled “I Remember.” The skit 
focuses on the themes of racism and prejudice through short 
soliloquies given by the students, Catherine Castille, Trinity 
Trahan, Perla Deleon and Sana Syed. 

“These young ladies from Twin Creeks Middle School exemplify 
the best of what we wish our scholars to become,” said Chris 
Richardson, executive director of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment. “They are strong, intelligent, confident and true 
to themselves.”

Because the group finished first place in the regional competition, they will next be performing at the state level. 

Texas Caucus of Black School Board 
Members Book Donation
Ponderosa Elementary students affected by Hurricane Harvey 
flooding thanked Trustees for their role in securing book 
donations, courtesy of the Texas Caucus of Black School 
Board Members. On March 9, right before Spring Break, 28 
students each received five books from TCBSBM to help 
rebuild home libraries lost to the flood waters. The young 
students came to the podium to express their gratitude. 

“Thank you so much for giving me those books,” said fourth-
grader Victoria Rodriguez. “They meant so much because I 
lost all of my books, and you helped so much. It’s already hard 
enough for a kid to lose everything they’ve had.” 

Victoria’s mother also had praise for the board: "When I 
received the letter from the school telling us that we would 
get books for my kids, it was a blessing because they didn't 
have even one book ... all the books were gone, they were all 
lost," said Cathy Rodriguez. “I am very thankful that we were 
able to get these books for them ... thank you to everyone who 
was there to assist us and help us to make it through this hard 
time."

District Spelling Bee Winners
Twin Creeks Middle School’s Gabrielle Sucacin was recognized for her achievement in besting  more than 
two dozen students to take top honors at the 2018 Spring ISD District Spelling Bee. Sucacin’s younger brother 
Emanuel Sucacin from Hirsch Elementary won the alternate spot and joined her on Tuesday for congratulations 
from the Board of Trustees. The two students will compete in the regional Houston Public Media Bee on April 
7. Also recognized for their work in helping to organize the district’s Spelling Bee were staff members Daphne 
Wilson, Netta Whittaker, Jennifer SanMiguel and judges Shundon Cooper from Beneke Elementary, Christine 
Hurley from Twin Creeks Middle School, and the announcer Gwendolyn Wright, who came out of retirement to 
assist. The Board also gave a round of applause to the parents and coaches in the audience for all their work in 
helping the students prepare. 

Spring ISD History Day Winners
Spring ISD middle school students participated in the district and regional History Day Fair. The contest, sponsored 
by National History Day, a non-profit organization based in Maryland, encourages students from around the world 
to conduct historical research on a topic of their choice. This year’s theme was “Conflict and Compromise.”  Those 
students who placed first or second in the district competition were able to move on to the regional level. First-
place winners in that contest will represent Spring ISD in the state competition on April 28. 

Eight students won individual awards in the competition, and 17 students won six group awards. Those students 
recognized with district individual awards are:

First Place:
Isabel Rincon, Roberson Middle School: Child Labor History in the U.S. exhibit
Ryann Presley, Roberson Middle School: Civil Rights website 
Sean Hokanson, Twin Creeks Middle School: To Drop or Not to Drop paper 

Second Place:
Tate Sikes, Bailey Middle School: Salem Witch Trials paper 
Rowan Coccimiglio, Roberson Middle School: Salem Witch Trials Reason vs. Religion exhibit

Third Place:
Quinton Woods, Claughton Middle School: Emancipation Proclamation exhibit
Alexandra Ritualo, Twin Creeks Middle School: The Filipino Insurrection paper

Honorable Mention:
Christian Mandujano, Claughton Middle School: Conscientious Objectors exhibit

Those students recognized with district group awards are:

First Place:
Anthony Celauro and Jai Persuad, Twin Creeks Middle School: Agent Orange Controversy exhibit
Catherine Castille, Trinity Trahan, Perla De Leon and Sana Syed, Twin Creeks Middle School: 
I Remember performance
Elyssa Dawkins and Brook Linscomb, Twin Creeks Middle School: Treatment of Jews website

Second Place:
Kinny Reyes, Stephanie Aguirre, Ashley Velasquez, Roberson Middle School: Bloody Mary exhibit
Sophie Bambara, Steven Canales, Erika Aldaz and Brenda Belmont, Roberson Middle School: 
New Marriage website

Third Place:
Jonathan Lazo and Aaron Lopez, Roberson Middle School: The Cold War exhibit

San Jacinto Writing Competition

The Board recognized the district winner of the San 
Jacinto Writing Contest on Tuesday. Chris Estrada, 
a seventh-grader from Roberson Middle School, 
wrote the winning essay, looking at why African 
American soldiers who fought for San Jacinto did 
not receive pensions like their Caucasian peers. The 
essay writing contest – a collaboration between the 
Literacy and Social Studies departments – followed 
a presentation to all seventh-grade social studies 
scholars by San Jacinto Monument representatives. 
The first-place winner from each campus then 
participated in a district round of judging, by which 
Estrada was selected.  Also recognized Tuesday 
were Ingrid Miller, Roberson literacy coach, and 
Estrada's parents for working with him through this 
process. 

All-State Musicians join the Board of Trustees, Dr. Rodney Watson and music directors in the horseshoe for a celebratory photo. 

Superintendent Dr. Rodney Watson opened his remarks by assuring parents that the district is 
continuing to do everything it can to ensure that schools are as safe as possible in the aftermath 
of the tragedy in Florida. “It is important for not only us, as schools, but for parents to continue 
talking with their children as well, so we can alleviate any problems, especially those items that 
sometimes come up through social media. We will continue to use our resources to ensure 
that our students are safe during the day, and we continue to need your support as we work 
together on this matter,” Watson said.   

In addition to the focus on safety, Watson went on to enlist parental support with the district’s 
focus on attendance. He reported that the district’s attendance and enrollment had been 
impacted this school year by Hurricane Harvey and the ice storm. 

“We are once again encouraging our parents to continue working with us as we push for good attendance, making 
sure your kids are at school every single day and are ready to move forward,” Watson said. 

He especially emphasized the importance of attendance during the next two month as testing begins. “We will 
be gearing up for that, and once again, it is going to be extremely important that our kids are here on a regular 
basis,” Watson said.

Next, Watson spoke about the district’s recent celebration of Campus Rookie Teachers of the Year. “We are 
excited that we had 32 teachers selected by their principals for this recognition,” Watson said. “I think some of the 
most memorable moments are having last year’s rookie teacher of the year share sentiments of her first year as a 
teacher and all that she went through.”  Spring ISD Announces the 2017-18 Rookie Teachers of the Year

Watson also reported how pleased he was to see increased participation in the recent School Quality Survey, one 
of two important surveys held annually by the district. “We had more participation this year than we had in the 
past, and we should have some really good information to share with you,” Watson said.  “Our Communications 
team will be providing those detailed results.”   

In conclusion, Watson talked about the impressive accomplishment on the part of nine Spring ISD students who 
were invited to participate in all-state musical ensembles at the Texas Music Educators Association Conference last 
month in San Antonio. “It was absolutely wonderful seeing our students and the training as well as the recognition 
that they got at that event.” He then invited those present to watch a short video and see for themselves an 
example of what is happening in the district’s Performing and Visual Arts program. 

See Video.

Since January 1984, the Board has recognized students and staff for major accomplishments beyond the District 
with Points of Pride awards. ABCD awards are presented to individuals or groups that go Above and Beyond the 
Call of Duty. 

Superintendent's Report

Spotlight

Rodney E. Watson

Action Items
Roberson Middle School Replacement Package 

The Board of Trustees approved the initial Guaranteed Maximum Price to allow for site work to begin for the new 
replacement middle school, slated to be built on a 22-acre site off of Veterans Memorial Drive.  The initial GMP 
of $10 million with Satterfield & Pontikes covers site work, utilities and roadway improvements with allowance for 
foundation and structural steel. The overall cost will be presented to the Board with the final GMP.  

In other action the Board approved:
n Facilities use interlocal agreement between Lone Star College System and Spring ISD for the LSCS 

Transportation Institute;
n Interlocal agreement between Spring ISD and other local school districts to conduct third-party 

Commercial Driver License skills testing through Spring ISD Transportation Department;
n Second reading of proposed revisions to Board Policy DEC Local and DFBB Local;
n First reading of proposed revisions to Board Policy CW Local;
n Independent Auditor’s engagement of Whitley Penn for the district’s annual audit;
n Resolution amending authorized representatives for the Texas Local Government Investment Pool and 

BBVA Compass Bank;
n Requests for Proposal for property and casualty insurance, bond auditing services for construction 

projects, and Internet access; and
n Taxpayer refunds. 

Trinity Trahan performs for the Board.

Silvy McClane talks about the homemade thank you card she 
presented to the Board of Trustees with Trustee Chris Bell. 

Gabrielle Sucacin, from left, accepts congratulations from Board President Rhonda Newhouse while her brother Emanual Sucacin 
shakes hands with Superintendent Rodney Watson. 

Gabrielle Sucacin, from left, accepts congratulations from Board President Rhonda Newhouse while her brother Emanual Sucacin 
shakes hands with Superintendent Rodney Watson. 

Winners at the Spring ISD History Day Fair gather for a congratulatory photo with the Board of Trustees and Superintendent Rodney Watson. 

Chris Estrada, from left, accepts congratulations from Trustee Justine Durant. 
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