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For Immediate Release
Claughton Middle School Receives STEM Grant from Toshiba America Foundation

[bookmark: _GoBack]HOUSTON – March 23, 2021 – Spring ISD’s Claughton Middle School has received a $4,200 science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) grant from the Toshiba America Foundation (TAF). Funds from the grant will help support the Legends of Learning STEM software program, an online gaming platform that can be used by students learning virtually or in-person. 

“We are incredibly proud of Claughton Middle School for receiving this grant from the Toshiba America Foundation,” said Claughton Principal Rodney Louis. “This grant is an investment to our future in STEM education here at Claughton and serves as a tool for our teachers to be more effective in the classroom.”

The “Legends of Learning” program has been used at the school since last summer and offers students the opportunity to learn math and science concepts aligned to Texas state standards while playing a game. “Some teachers elect to use the games in the classrooms while some utilize it for asynchronous assignments,” said Claughton science teacher Robert Garza, adding that the software provides educators with lesson plan ideas, reports, auto grading and more.   

The grant, which will now make Legends of Learning available to all students, comes as Claughton is seeking to offer additional programming in the areas of digital forensics, video game programming, animation, communications, robotics and music technology. “We see this grant as another opportunity to strengthen the academic experience of our students,” Louis said. “Students learn better when they are engaged and enjoying what they’re doing.” 

Toshiba America Foundation (TAF) is a non-profit grant making organization dedicated to helping classroom teachers make science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) learning fun and successful for K12 students across the U.S. According to the organization, this “direct-to-teacher” approach allows teachers to be able to change the way they teach subjects as the grant supports equipment for hands-on experiments and inquiry-based approaches to the curriculum. For more information, visit their website at toshiba.com/taf/.
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